
  

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Liturgical Year 2023 - The Second Sunday of the Great Season of Lent 
 

Transfigured by the Sacred Banquet of the Lord 
 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 

This weekend at Mass we will listen to the story of Jesus’ transfiguration in Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew, 

chapter 17). Lent is a time for transfiguration in our lives by the grace and the glory of God. With prayer, 

fasting, repentance, works of mercy and alms giving, we take up the disciplines of Lent for another week. 

The disciplines help us prepare for Christ’s great paschal mystery. Lent gives us the space to be more 

atentive to the Lord’s presence in how we see Jesus, know him, love him, and give witness to him.  
 

My heart is full of gratitude for the time of our parish Lenten Mission with Father Bart Hutcherson, O.P. 

Many of you shared both with me and Father Bart how the Mission has helped you to begin Lent with a 

renewed focus and an encounter of the Lord’s Eucharistic presence in your life. That’s exactly what 

experiences like parish Missions, retreats and days of reflection give us...occasions to encounter the glory 

of the Lord’s presence just like Peter, James and John who encountered  the Lord’s transfiguration. 
 

As I reflect on the blessing of the parish Mission, the words of the prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas that Father 

Bart taught us...“O Sacrum Convivium”..O Sacred Banquet echo in my mind and heart.  
 

Sacrum Convivium - O sacred banquet, in which Christ is received, the memory of his Passion is 

renewed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us. 

Throughout the remaining weeks of Lent we will be praying with “O Sacred Banquet” at Mass. I encourage 

you to pray this prayer at home as well. Let it carry and guide you throughout Lent’s sacred time. If you 

missed the Lent Misison or want to reflect further on Father Bart’s reflections on “Becoming A More 

Eucharistic People”, we will be posting video recordings of his talks or emailing links to watch them.  
 

Fathers of the Church 
Here is my quote from the Fathers of the Church that I will be reflecting on during this Second Week of 

Lent: On Jesus in the Eucharist...the Word Made Flesh -  

“Let us therefore in all respects put our faith in God and contradict Him in nothing, even if what is said 

seems to be contrary to our reasoning and to what we see. Let His WORD (JESUS) be of superior authority 

to our own reason and sight....For His WORD cannot deceive; but our senses are easily deceived. His 

WORD never fails; but our senses fail most of the time. When the WORD MADE FLESH says, "THIS IS 

MY BODY," be convinced of it and believe it, and look at it with the eyes of the mind (the eyes of faith). 

For how many now say, "I wish I could see his shape, His appearance, His garments, His sandals." Only 

look! You do see Him! You touch Him! You eat Him!”  

          – St. John Chrysostom (Homilies on Matthew’s Gospel) 
 

 

May the Lord Jesus have mercy on us. 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


